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Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 1-69 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

3. Skene et al. (US 20010049741 Al) hereinafter referred to as Skene . 

1 st closest prior art, Skene disclosed receiving a request for an IP address 
associated with a domain name at a DNS server in the data center of an ISP. In 
response to the request, the DNS resolves the received domain name in to an IP 
address and returns it to the client where the client then gets access to a server 
hosting the domain name. See Fig. 4 (also disclosed below), Figs. 5A-5B and 
Page 5 Paragraphs [0062]-[0068]. 
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2 nd Closest prior art, Coolev (US 20030055979 Al) disclosed receiving a 
request for an IP address where the IP address request is associated to a 
domain name, the name resolver upon receipt of the request retrieves all 
available IP addresses for the requested domain name and determines which of 
the available IP addresses and provides a fastest response time, and provides 
the IP address with the fastest response time for use in establishing a TCP/IP 
connection. See Page 1 Paragraph [0004], Page 2 Paragraph [0018] and Fig. 1 
(also disclosed below). 
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3 rd reference directed to DHCP (Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol) 
issued to Lim et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,884,024) leases IP addresses to 
client workstations dynamically from a pool of available IP addresses. The 
dynamic IP address allocation technique is regularly used to allocate IP 
addresses to individual personal computer workstations that usually act only 
as clients. See ABSTRACT, Fig. 7 (also disclosed below) and Column 2 Lines 
40-67. 
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However, none of the prior art of record taken singularly or in 
combination teach or suggest a method or system of sharing a limited number 
of IP addresses among plurality of servers by assigning available IP address 
from a table/pool if requested domain name is not assigned an IP address; 
where assigned IP address is valid for a predetermined period of time and upon 
expiration of the assigned IP address, returning the IP address to the table of 
available IP addresses in combination with the functionality of determining that 
no persistent connection exist with the server hosting a web site of the 
requested domain name as recited in claims 1, 24 and 47. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly 
labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Yemane M. Gerezgiher whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3927. The examiner can normally be reached 
on 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Cuchlinski can be reached at (571) 272-3925. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 



Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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